
 

 

    One of the most distinctive exterior 
details of the finished restoration 

is the decorative half-timber.

To view more photos: bit.ly/WMB-Tudor1 Gr
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Tudor  – Precise Period Details Give This Gem New Life
     
replacement had trapped moisture beneath the siding, 
creating more problems for the homeowners.
     “We stripped all the exterior stucco down to 
the sheeting and added up to three inches of 
insulation all over the exterior shell, explained 
Jeff Ham, Woodmeister’s Senior Project Leader. 
“We installed a waterproof membrane and used a 
roll-on, air permeable membrane to provide 
another moisture barrier.”
     The exterior construction included replacing 
the slate roof and rebuilding chimneys, adding 
period authentic chimney pots. “It was important
to be very precise about all of the design 
aspects of a Tudor Revival,” Brian explained. 
“Materiality, scale, proportions and historically 
correct detailing was important to the faithfulness 
of the style.” 
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 I  t was a diamond in the rough. The Tudor 
Revival home on Long Island sound suffered from 
the effects of several renovations that eliminated 
many of the stylistic features unique to the period. 
Working in collaboration with the architectural 
firm, Birdseye Design, Woodmeister Master 
Builders uncovered and developed the home’s 
original beauty. 
      Architect Brian Mac noted,  “The lines of the 
existing house were clues to what it would become. 
The steeply pitched roofs, shed dormers, tall 
window openings and the multiple chimneys all 
were a great platform for integrating Tudor 
Revival detailing.”
      The home’s good lines were hidden beneath  
a stucco exterior and modern windows. Beneath 
the exterior was another challenge. Earlier stucco 

     

 
 

 



Welcome Message    from Chris Komenda, Marketing Manager

 

  

    

 

  

Company News

   
New Offices

   

    
  

   

Stop by our new Boston office at 
1317 Washington Street! Located in 
the vibrant and bustling SOWA 
community in the city's south end.
The space is a convenient meeting

place for our clients, business partners 
and employees. In the coming months, 
the approximately 2,000 sq ft space will
be transformed into a chic urban setting 
complete with a very unique showroom.

     If you're in Stowe VT, you'll notice 
our new studio at 2038 Mountain Road. 
This small office is a design support
and engineering studio to assist our 
business partners and homeowners as 
well as a base to service our clients in 
northern New England.  

   

    

   

Featured in 
Architectural Digest!

    

  

   

See this stunning Nantucket family 
compound built by Woodmeister in 
collaboration with Jacobsen 
Architecture, LLC. http://bit.ly/WMB-AD
 

    

  

  

   

Specific details in the style and
architecture unique to Tudor homes;
here’s what to look for:
     The name dates to 16th century England; 
Tudor style homes in the U.S. are revivals, built 
in the late 19th to early 20th century.

     The most recognizable features are 
decorative, dark half timbering on light stucco 
and steeply pitched, gabled roofs punctuated 
by dormer windows.

     Tudor homes have latticed windows with 
multiple panes and leaded glass, often in 
diamond shapes. 

     Chimneys are large with multiple shafts and 
topped with decorative, round or octagonal 
chimney pots.

 

    

  

   

 

 

    

  

 What Makes a Tudor a Tudor?
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What Makes a Tudor a 

Classic Tudor features on this home include steep gabled 
roof, traditional half timbering, diamond shaped leaded 
glass panes,decorative brackets and round chimney pots.
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  R  enovating a period home can be a 
considerable undertaking and often requires the 
right professional team to help with the design 
and construction process. This issue of the 

 

 
  

    

     Woodmeister installed half timbers of 
mahogany on stucco infill walls. Other exterior 
details included herringbone brickwork, high 
chimneys, mullioned windows, carved brackets, 
porches, jettied facades and precise detailing of 
materials such as limestone, brick and wood.  
They all combined to give the Tudor Revival 
its most striking effects.  “Implementing these 
details along with designing new window
patterns and compositions, on top of integrating 
new thermal insulation details, proved to be 
challenging,” Brian said.

     Another challenge: the homeowners were in 
residence throughout the entire project. “We 
were very cognizant of the needs of the home-
owners and they were incredibly cooperative,” 

 

 

  

    

Master Builder Advisor presents two 
different Tudor renovations and the stories 
behind how these homes were restored to 
their architectural splendor.
 

 

  

    

     Woodmeister’s Master Builder approach was 
key to the project’s success. “”We collaborated 
closely with the architect and were constantly 
refining details to be more cost effective,” 
Jeff explained.  In turn, the architect credited 
Woodmeister’s “craftsmanship and care in the 
construction of the home.”
     The project required expertise and commit-
ment from all parties. The result is a home of 
timeless beauty.

 

 

  

    

Tudor Revival – Precise Period Details Give Gem New Life

  

Jeff said. “We made the effort to clean up every 
day so it looked like we weren’t even there.” 

 

   

Collaborative Partners:
Architectural Design – Birdseye Design
Interior Design – Seldom Scene Interiors
General Contractor – Woodmeister Master Builders
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 Company News

   

Kim Goodnow received the Ambassador 
Award recently from the American Red 
Cross of Central MA. The Red Cross' most 
prestigious honor, the Ambassador Award
recognizes the enormous gifts of time, 
talent and endless spirit that an individual 
has made to further the vision and mission 
of the American Red Cross of Central MA. 

     Kim, who is President and Chief 
Culture Officer at Woodmeister, has been 
involved with the Red Cross for the past 
14 years and currently is serving her 
second nine-year term on the Board of 
Directors of the Central MA chapter. 

     Kim first began volunteering with the
American Red Cross following the tragic 
events of 9 -11.  Touched by the compassion 
and help provided by the Red Cross to 
those in need, Kim knew the Red Cross 
was the place she wanted to be to give 
back to her community. 

     Over the years, Kim has shared her 
passion for service with employees at 
Woodmeister. She introduced a pilot 
program called Ready When the Time 
Comes. Recognizing the need for Disaster 
Action Team responders to be available 
during business hours, the program allows 
trained employees to respond along with 
the Red Cross to local disasters (fire, flood, 
severe storm damage). Woodmeister 
offers paid time off to employees who are 
deployed to assist at local disasters.

     Woodmeister also hosts several blood 
drives throughout the year, encouraging 
our employees and community members to
give the gift of life. The company also provides 
CPR and first aid training for employees.  
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5 Hot New Kitchen Appliance Trends

Tudor Revival – Jacobean Tudor Update

 R estoring grandeur to a 100-year-old 
Jacobean Tudor home was a challenge for 
Woodmeister Master Builders and a team of 
experts who completed the project. Previous 
remodeling and renovation, including a large 
addition, were not faithful to the original design 
and marred the exterior appearance of the home.
     “We had to bring it back to the bones,” said 
Paul Guitard, Principal Account Executive and
Vice President, Project Development. “The 
house had potential if you could see beyond the 
additions,” added architect Monika Pauli of 
Pauli Uribe Architects. She pointed out that the 
Jacobean style is a later version of Tudor that 
incorporates more brick than traditional Tudor. 
“It’s a classic look, almost Georgian,” she said.
     “The Jacobean style allowed us the flexibility 
to be more organic and balance the elements of 
style,” Monika continued. “For example, there 
is a steep roof and also a lot of different pitches; 
we turned this challenge into an advantage.  
We added dormers where they were needed 
and removed inappropriate skylights that were 
installed in an earlier renovation.  Our goal was 
a balanced look, not necessarily symmetrical.”
     A large, poorly matched addition at the rear 
of the house was torn down and rebuilt in 
character with the rest of the house. Tongue 
and groove vertical siding was removed and
replaced with elegant brick and fieldstone.
 

     

 

  

    

The chimneys, pergola and balconies were also  
replaced. “We used stucco and mahogany half 
timbers that are more representative of the 
time period,” said Paul.
     The team was confronted with a huge 
concrete foundation and kidney shaped 
swimming pool added in an earlier renovation.
Creatively working to solve this challenge, 
the team worked with the foundation under-
neath the pool to create a novel, built in wine 
cellar.  The walls of the wine cellar were 
designed to follow the curved lines of the pool.
     Woodmeister’s craftsmen provided elegant 
highlights, with period mahogany woodwork 
throughout the interior.  Cherry was used for 
cabinets in the kitchen and butler’s pantry.
     A new floor to ceiling bay window opens 
up the dining room with flanking custom cherry 
built-in china cabinets to enhance the beauty and
function of the room.  From the kitchen there is 
a striking view of the interior’s focal point, a 
three-story spiral staircase that curves like a 
helix. The graceful stairs seem to float as they 
are not connected to a wall at any point. 
Woodmeister’s engineering and stair fabrication 
teams constructed a system of hidden steel 
supports to give the staircase a solid foundation. 

    
     

 

  

    

(Continued on back)

Before

The Jacobean style allowed design
flexibility and the result is a classic look
 in character with the rest of the house.
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Collaborative Partners:
Architecture – 
Pauli Uribe Architects
    Monika Zophia Pauli
    Juan Guillermo Uribe Rubio
Interior Design – 
    Gale Michaud Interiors

  

 

 

    

   

General Contractor and 
Architectural Millwork – 
     Woodmeister Master Builders
Wine Cellar – Signature 
     Custom Wine Cellars
Landscape Architect – 
     Dan Gordon Associates
Landscape Contractor – 
     R P Marzilli & Co.

To view more photos: bit.ly/WMB-Tudor2
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A Legacy in
Extraordinary
Craftsmanship

 

The Woodmeister Blog

Check out our company wide 
blog featuring 'voices' throughout 

the company on a variety of 
topics and  information. 

bit.ly/WMB - blog

Find us on

Scan this QR code 
to view our second 

Little Book of Big Ideas – Vol II

 

  
    This project was a true collaboration among
the homeowners, architects, designer and 
construction team,” said Paul. “The homeowner was 
very engaged in the process and communication
was excellent.” 
     Coordinating a team of some 25 to 30 people 
who worked on the home was logistically challenging, 
Paul acknowledged. There was a tremendous amount

 

 
     

of coordination and sequencing; also excellent 
project management. Working with Woodmeister 
“was a joy,” added Monika. “We were part of a 
team of experts who shared the same vision. Our
goal was to make the renovations all look like part 
of the original design so the house looks at its best.”
     “This project honored the original intention of 
the home’s design,” Paul concluded.

    

 

     

 

 
  
     The stairway project was in the drawing stage 
for about eight months and construction took 
another six months. A crew numbering between 
30 and 40 worked on it during the various stages 
of design and construction.
     “That’s the advantage of Woodmeister’s Master 
Builder process,” says Mike. “You have a lot of 
support from knowledgeable people.”
     Paul Guitard, Principal Account Executive and 
Vice President, Project Development, notes the 
contrast between the look and feel of the staircase.
 “When you are on it, there’s no bounce at all,” he
said. “The staircase feels as solid as if it were joined 
to the wall. It’s a phenomenal engineering and
design project.”

Tudor Revival – Jacobean Tudor Update    

This project was a true collab     

 

 O ne of the most breathtaking features of the 
Jacobean Tudor renovation is a gracefully curved, 
three-story staircase that seems to float upward 
with no visible means of support. Unseen is a strong 
and stable underlying system, the result of a complex 
collaboration of engineering and design.
     Architect Monika Pauli describes the staircase as 
a beautiful spiral. “It adds height and space to the 
interior,” she said.
     “The challenge was to figure out how to make the 
slender staircase carry its own weight,” said Mike 
Walsh, Project/Stair Engineer.
     The stairs were fitted with wood from the inside
for added strength. Each stair has four curved center 
stringers made from dozens of layers of laminated 
wood.  “The stairs are skinned on the top and bottom 
with bent plywood to create a torsion box, so the 
stair itself becomes a curved beam,” Mike explained. 
There are steel brackets fastening the stairs at both 
top and bottom levels.
     The railing system features 220 balusters and 
follows the curving flow of the staircase to the top. 
There are no newel posts; instead 25 of the balusters
have steel rods inserted so the railing is solid. Mike
notes, “If it were stretched out, the railing would 
be about 75 feet long.”
     As the stairs spiral upward, they encircle a 
chandelier hanging from the ceiling on the top floor. 
The staircase also becomes narrower as it nears 
the top in order to fit under a steep, gabled roof.
 “The uppermost stair had to share the same center 
as the lowest, so that top stair hangs out further
than the lower,” says Mike explaining the 
engineering and construction challenge.
     Individual parts of the stairway were made in 
Woodmeister’s woodshop, as were the upper and 
 lower stairs, but the assembly was done on site.
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Case Studye – A Magnificent ‘Floating’ Stairway    
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