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Whether you live in a busy urban setting, 
a remote country getaway, or somewhere 
in between, mudrooms are increasingly 
making their way back into our homes. This 
versatile room is the high-traffic transition 
area from the great outdoors to inside living 
spaces—from chic city condos to traditional 
suburban homes. 

Back in the day, the mudroom was the place 
where country folk removed their muddy 
boots and work clothes so they wouldn’t mess 
the rest of the house. These back rooms or 
porches were common in farmhouses and even 
grand estates, where farmers would wash up at 
the pump before entering the main house.

These days, the modern mudroom still 
can serve as the traditional ‘dumping’ 
ground for mud-covered boots or shoes, 
wet or snowy coats and other items used 
in inclement weather. It is often used for 
the informal or ‘messy’ entrance for family, 
reserving the front door for formally 
greeting guests. Mudrooms however, have 
also become very specialized areas in the 
home for a variety of uses.  

Here are a few inspiring and multipurpose 
mudroom uses:

1. Work spaces – Built-in work stations 
or desks can be a convenient place to 
do homework and other household 
‘office’ tasks.  Craft corners with the 
extra benefit of nearby ample storage  
compartments makes art projects 
easy to keep neat and tidy. 

2. Laundry areas – For convenience 
sake, a washer and dryer can 
sometimes be placed in the 
mudroom. A mudroom that doubles 
as a laundry room can be very handy, 
since wet or dirty clothing, beach or 
pool towels, and sports apparel can 
be immediately be dumped into a 
washer and dryer without tracking 
through the house. Utility sinks are 
practical in so many ways too—to 
simply wash hands, rinse dirty 
clothes, or water plants. 

3. Pet stations – Pet-friendly 
mudrooms can help keep muddy 
paw prints from entering the rest of 
the house. Special cleaning areas and 
custom pet showers can be built with 
tiled floors and walls with low lipped 
entrances so dogs can easily step in 
and out.  Mudrooms are also a great 
place for feeding hungry pets. Built-
in or freestanding pet food storages 
bins makes serving dinner easy.

4. Communication centers – The 
mudroom is often hub-central for 
many households. This is the room 
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to charge electronic devices, post 
schedules, leave notes, and stow away 
the keys. In addition to pegboards, 
bulletin boards, key hooks and chalk 
boards, a wall mounted, under-
the-cabinet computer or tablet are 
convenient hi-tech ways to keep 
connected.

To get the most out of your mudroom—
whether you’re adding a new one or 
reworking the one you already have—
carefully consider how you’ll use it.  The 
mudroom is typically a high traffic area and 
can quickly become cluttered with stuff. 
Every family needs storage and a way to 
manage clutter. Organized and plentiful 
storage is often one of the top priorities for 
many homeowners looking to add or remodel 
a mudroom. 

Here are a few things to think about:

1. Sitting areas – Everyone needs a 
bench to sit on to pull off winter 
boots. Whether built-in or stand 
alone, benches can also provide 
additional storage – underneath 
drawers and cubbies or compartments 
concealed under the seat.

2. Lots of hooks – A well designed 
mudroom has plenty of hooks and 
hangers for damp, wet clothing, as 
well as racks or cubbies for shoes, 
boots, umbrellas, and hats.  Making 
spaces convenient and easy to hang 
up gear almost helps organize the 
room itself!

3. Seasonal storage - Not everyone 
wants to display their winter 
coats and jackets on hooks in the 
summer.  Plan for ample cabinets and 
closets to keep clutter out of sight. 
Organize these closed storage areas 
with plenty of hooks, shelves, cubbies, 
bins, and racks to keep seasonal gear 
in order. 

4. Personalize it – An individual cubby 
or locker for every family member 
helps keep things tidy—especially 
if made into their own special space 
with labels, colorful containers, and 
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unique design features.  Labels and id 
tags for baskets and bins can clearly 
mark what’s inside at a quick glance.

5. Keeping it clean – Despite its name, 
mudrooms shouldn’t be hard to 
keep clean.  Floors should be made 
of a material that is easy to clean or 
sweep up once dirt or snow has been 
tracked in. Radiant heat floors can 
make cold winter days a little warmer 
too! With so many styles and 
patterns to choose from, tile is a great 
choice for mudroom flooring.  Tile 
is easy to maintain and very durable. 
There are even tile products that look 
like wood flooring. Rugs or floor 
mats would be designed to help wipe 

off the dirt and to 
be easily washed or 
cleaned.

6. Utility 
sinks – Large, deep 
sinks are useful for 
a quick wash of 
clothes, cleaning 
up from arts and 
crafts projects, 
washing up after 
gardening, and 
even rinsing freshly 
picked berries!  An 
oversized sink or 
custom pet shower 
area can also be 
used to hose off 
dirty dogs.

7. Bring in the light - Lighting is 
another important aspect of mudroom 
designs. Special lighting can light up 
dark corners of the mudroom and 
highlight other areas. Ambient light 
from doors and windows can fulfill 
some illumination, but consider layering 

different types of lighting, including 
task and accent lighting depending on 
the need.

A well-designed mudroom takes advantage 
of all available space and can accommodate 
just about everything from school backpacks 
and purses to sports equipment and a way 
to organize all those endless piles of shoes!  
Ultimately, however, a mudroom should be 
individualized to each household’s lifestyle 
needs and designed to restore order and 
beauty in the home.


